FAITH – BOLD, INNOCENT AND SHREWD

1 Samuel 26   Matthew 10:16-25a

We are looking at the story of how God raised up for Israel a king who was a man after his (God’s) own heart. But what can that say to us? – for of course, we are not kings. Well yes; and no, actually. Yes, we are not kings, but David is a type of our king, the Lord Jesus Christ – and it’s nice to know what sort of a king we have. King Jesus is a saviour and a righteous saviour. But even though we are not kings, we are disciples of the king and King Jesus told us that while we cannot be greater than our master, we are to strive to be like him. And since David is a type of our king - Jesus Christ, David helps us to see what we should be like. 

But because he is only a type of the Lord Jesus Christ, we see also in David the struggles that we will have to be like Jesus; and how God in his grace helps us and picks us up again when we fall. In that regard we have seen that the human saviour, the typical saviour, David, is a righteous saviour only by the grace of God. We saw that in the encounter with Abigail. So, too, any righteousness that we may have is a righteousness that is given to us as a gift of God’s grace. 

In our text this morning, chapter 26, David seems to have a renewed strength and a renewed confidence. In this story we see David as the king with great faith even as Jesus had great faith – so great, in fact, that in the Garden of Gethsemane, looking the cross and the suffering of hell in the face, he could say to his Father, “Nevertheless, Father, not my will but yours.” And his faith was not misplaced. The Book of Hebrews tells us that he was heard precisely because he cried to his Father.
 

“Behold,” says Jesus, “I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves. So be shrewd as serpents and innocent as doves.” Jesus goes on in this text too to tell us what might happen to us as the Lord’s people and what will certainly happen to some of the Lord’s people. But he goes on to tell us not to fear; not to be anxious even when we are hauled before the courts, because “when they hand you over; do not worry about how or what you are to say for it will be given you in that hour what you are to say. For it is not you who speak; it is the Spirit of your Father who speaks in you.” 

And didn’t Jesus say pretty much the same thing in a general way when he gave the Great Commission? “Go ye therefore into all the world and preach the gospel, making disciples of all men, teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you and baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. And behold I am with you always, even unto the end of the age.” So we, the people of the Lord, have been given this task to go into all the world, to go to all nations with the promise that the Lord will be with us. 

Let’s get our bearings for a minute. 

#
In chapter 23 when David delivered the village of Keilah from the Philistines, he was revealed to Israel as their new king – their saviour king. 

#
In chapter 24 when David preserved the life of Saul in the cave and he wasn’t taken in by the temptation to take the short-cut to the throne by dispatching Saul himself, he is revealed to Israel as a righteous king, a righteous saviour. 

#
When Abigail, in chapter 25, prevents David from taking the life of Nabal in a fit of rage, David, because he is only a type of Christ, is revealed as a king who has righteousness only by the grace of God. 

What is the main point of our chapter this morning – chapter 26? It is this: the Lord reveals to Israel the simple guilelessness, the simple innocence, and wisdom of their king and that he is therefore worthy to rule. 

Jesus has called us to be disciples. He has called us to follow him. He has told us that the works he began we will do greater. Furthermore, Jesus has actually made us, Revelation chapter 5, “to be a kingdom and priests to our God;” actually to be kings to reign with him on the earth. He has called us, therefore, to go out into the world with the Gospel for it is the Gospel that is the Sword of the Lord that conquers the hearts of men and women and boys and girls and advances the Kingdom of Christ in the world. This involves going out as sheep among wolves because the world hates Christ. “Therefore,” Jesus says, “be as shrewd as serpents and innocent as doves.” But doing that presupposes we have faith, and a faith that will overcome the world, by which we too will resist the temptations of the world, by which we will advance the Kingdom of Jesus – extend his work; – do greater works. It is a faith in the Lord Jesus Christ as our king, that he will guide us and he will preserve us. He is always with us. He will give us what to say. 

All of these things we see in David in our text this morning. So faith that overcomes the world is bold, innocent and shrewd. Let’s look at those things. First of all, 

1.
FAITH IS BOLD 

For boldness this story must have few equals. In this story David and Abishai are rising to Jonathan and his armour-bearer’s boldness when they scaled that cliff to the Philistine garrison, that we read about in chapter 14 – where Jonathan says to his armour-bearer, “Come, let’s cross over to the garrison of these uncircumcised. Perhaps the Lord will work for us, for the Lord is not restrained to save whether by many or few.” 

David and Abishai march into the military camp of three thousand chosen men. This is the Republican Guard! This is the SAS! And David and Abishai are not just scouting around the outskirts. They’re not just listening at any old tent like Gideon did in the camp of the Midianites. David and Abishai go right to the king. And they don’t stumble over him by accident. He was the man they were looking for. They had spied him out before. They oughtn’t and they knew they oughtn’t be able to get past the outer ring of sentries, let-alone the palace guard, guarding Saul himself! But that was what they proposed to do; that’s what they attempted; and that’s what they did! 

How did they do it? We are told, after the event, verse 12: "No-one saw or knew it, nor did anyone awake for they were all asleep because a sound sleep from the Lord had fallen upon them." We’re inclined to compare this chapter with chapter 24 where David also spares Saul’s life. And there are similarities. But there are important differences. In chapter 24 David is fleeing from Saul and Saul more or less stumbles into David’s hiding-place. But here David deliberately goes into Saul’s camp; right into the lion’s den; puts his head in the lion’s mouth. How does he do it? He is able to do it because the Lord sent a sound sleep upon all Saul’s camp. 
But David didn’t know that! Or did David know that? We are not told, but it would seem to me that David had a command of the Lord to launch out on this escapade and a promise of the Lord’s protection. If he did not then his and Abishai’s boldness and bravery are extraordinarily greater. Whatever was the case with David, we do have both a command and a promise that the Lord would be with us to the end of the age. We have the command to go out into the world. In the Great Commission, it is actually assumed that we go out. “As you go among the nations” would be a better translation, teach them; make disciples of them; conquer them for Christ. And that would be like going out as sheep among wolves, at least at times, says Jesus. 

#
But we do not go out in our own strength or in our own resources. We have the general promise of the Lord Jesus that he will send the Holy Spirit and that he will guide us into all truth.
 Primarily that is a promise given to the twelve apostles and it’s a promise of direct inspiration. But we, today, two thousand years later, have the result of that inspiration. We have the completed Word of God in front of us and we are told that this Bible gives the complete armour of God; it thoroughly equips us for every good work.
 And within it we have the promise of James, for example, that “If we lack wisdom – in any particular situation – ask for it and it will be given to you by God, who gives to all men liberally and upbraids not.” And if we find ourselves hauled before the civil authorities on account of our faith, the answer we should give will be given us, says Jesus. 

#
Furthermore, we have the promise of the Lord’s protection – “I am with you always, even unto the end of the age.” That will not necessarily mean that we won’t be physically assaulted or even put to death. In Luke chapter 21 there’s a similar passage; in verse 16 Jesus says, “They will put some of you to death.” Then two verses later he says, “Not a hair of your head will perish.” How is that possible? – that we might be put to death but not a hair of our head will perish? Well I think we have to understand it that even if we lose our lives in the service of the Lord, we, our souls are still in the hand of the Lord and in his care. It wasn’t an error; it wasn’t a mistake; it was God’s will for us; it was how we are to glorify him even as Jesus by his death glorified the Father. 

Brothers and sisters in the Lord Jesus Christ, there’s a need for us to be bold. We have the Lord’s command; we have the Lord’s promise both of equipment and of protection, as did David. Let us therefore speak as we ought. Let us take the Gospel to the world. Let us advance the Kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ. Faith is bold! Secondly,

2.
FAITH IS INNOCENT 

Surely though there’s a question that must bother us about this story, isn’t there? David and Abishai were very bold in this venture. But why did they do it? What need did they have to do this thing? Indeed, in the light of the previous chapter, chapter 25 and the story of how David was only just turned away from seeking vengeance on Nabal by Abigail, isn’t David tempting the Lord here by placing himself in danger; by putting himself in the place of temptation? I have suggested that David had a command from the Lord and a promise of protection. We don’t know that from the text. Yet unless David did, surely he is tempting God, isn’t he? But we are not given any indication that David is tempting God; in fact, David protesting his innocence is a major theme of the chapter. 

We saw in the story of Abigail that we can rise to the great occasion, as David did in the cave and didn’t take Saul’s life, but we can trip over a small irritation – somebody like Nabal. Perhaps David had learned from all of this his weaknesses and, by contrast, his strengths. Saul had never been in David’s sights. The life of Saul had never been a temptation to David. 

In Romans chapter 12 the apostle Paul says, “Through the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; on the other hand, rather, think of yourself so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted to each one a measure of faith.” Paul is talking here primarily of the gifts that Christ has given us to serve him in the Church and one another. But why should we not apply the same principle to the matter of our strengths and weaknesses, because it’s true, isn’t it, we are not all tempted by the same kinds of sins. 

We need to be careful about this and we need to make sure we have a sound judgment. But Jesus didn’t pray that the Father would take us out of the world; rather, he sent us into the world and prayed that the Father would keep us from the world, from the ways of the world. In our Bible Study this week we were looking at Martin Luther. In 1521 Martin Luther was summonsed by Charles the V to the Diet of Worms. A hundred years earlier, John Huss had been given a safe conduct by the pope to go to the Council of Constance to answer for his preaching and the pope broke the safe conduct and John Huss was burned at the stake. Luther’s friends remembered that and pleaded with him not to go to Worms. But Luther said, as only Luther could, “Though there be as many devils in Worms as tiles on the roofs, yet I will go!” 

It is true, David did not launch out on this daring expedition in response to a summons –unless perhaps the Lord had commanded him; but at the least David was beginning to learn his strengths and his weaknesses. But his men and Israel still needed to know things about their future king that could only be revealed to them by some such situation as this. #
You see, Saul was searching for David at this point again because the Ziphites, people of David’s own tribe, had snitched on him. Maybe they felt: we need David eliminated because we betrayed him once before and if he becomes king, that’s it for us!

#
Furthermore, Abishai was quite prepared to stick Saul’s spear through his heart even while he was lying there asleep. Quite apart from the fact that killing a man in his bed is hardly honourable, David had two concerns;

- first of all, David lived within the providence and on the promises of God. He would not put himself on the throne. God would do that in his time. But it’s quite plain from the words of Abishai that his men had not got that yet and David wanted to give them another very deliberate lesson about it;
- secondly, when David did come to the throne he was not going to be a king like Saul, like the nations around about. The normal pattern with the kings of the nations round about was that when you came to the throne you consolidated your position by eliminating any possible rivals and anybody who had opposed you. But David was a king after God’s heart and Abishai and David’s own men needed to learn that. And the Ziphites needed to learn it too. The servant of God is not vindictive. The servant of God does not stoop to the ways of the world to gain or to preserve his position. In fact he’s not concerned about his position. “The Lord’s servant,” says Paul to Timothy, “must not be quarrelsome but be kind to all; able to teach; patient when wronged; with gentleness correcting those who are in opposition.”
 “God gives and God takes away,” said Job. And for the future unity and peace of the kingdom, Abishai, a future cabinet minister, needed to learn that. And the Ziphites needed to learn it too. If they would come and accept David humbly as their king, he would receive them, past betrayal notwithstanding. 

On the previous occasion in the cave, David had been taken by surprise and David knew that his men hadn’t really learned the lesson; and it was obvious that the Ziphites, for whatever reason, needed to see what kind of king David was going to be. “Righteous Father,” says Jesus in John 17, “these disciples of mine know that you have sent me.” So this time David, of his own initiative (even though, perhaps, commanded by God; but not by accident, so far as David was concerned), in a planned, cool, rational manner, showed that he himself could gather Saul right up into his own hand but because he was a king after God’s heart, Saul’s life was sacrosanct and safe; safer, indeed, than in the hands of his own armour-bearer. 

Being a king, and brothers and sisters we also are kings and priests to God – being a king is not a personal matter. It’s a matter of quite deliberately and determinedly being after God’s own heart. “Behold, I send you out as sheep among wolves, therefore be as innocent as doves.” True faith can do that because true faith is simply to trust God to keep and guide and preserve us and to make us whatever he wants to make of us. And true faith and true love for God and for Christ will be content with that, whether it’s greatness or whether it’s a humble place; whether it’s to be a ten-talent Christian or a one-talent Christian. 

We who are older, we who are leaders, we who are parents, are to be examples – examples to others who will be leaders in the future. Our faith and life are to be such that others can and will want to follow us, Hebrews 13. We are to commend the kingship and the rule of the Lord Jesus Christ as a blessed, as a gracious, as a forgiving rule; not vindictive. We are to adorn the doctrines; we are to make attractive the doctrines we believe so that others will be attracted to them, says Paul.
 “The path of the righteous,” says the Proverb, “is a shining light that shines more and more unto the perfect day.”

That’s what God is teaching us here through this incident in David’s life; that we be "blameless and innocent, children of God, above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights in the world, holding fast the Word of Life."
 

Faith is bold; faith is innocent. Thirdly, 

3.
FAITH IS SHREWD 

Innocence is not the same as naiveté. In Romans 16 Paul says, “Be wise in what is good and innocent in what is evil.” But at the same time we are not unaware of the devil’s devices. So Jesus sends us out and says, “I send you out as sheep among wolves. Be as shrewd as servants.” 

There’s a sharpness in David in this chapter that we didn’t see in chapter 24. In the last verse of chapter 25, we read that Saul had given Michal, his daughter, David’s wife, to somebody else. Maybe David was wounded by that. Of course he was wounded by that. But perhaps David has even realized by now that the Spirit has left Saul. Whatever, he doesn’t trust him. “Is that your voice David, my son?” Saul calls out when David hails him. In chapter 24 David had called back and addressed Saul as "my father." But in this chapter it is simply the formal, "My Lord, the king."  

He remonstrates, he pleads with Saul, “Saul, if you are continuing to pursue me; if this is stirred up in you by the Lord; if the Lord is punishing your sin with further sin” – and the Lord does that sometimes, to drive one to the end of oneself or so that one fill up the measure of one's sins and prepare oneself therefore for judgment – “then repent Saul, before you get to that point, and turn to the Lord and offer him a sacrifice. If it is other men who are driving you to do this then let them be cursed.” Saul acknowledges that he has sinned and invites David to return home with him. He promises that he will not harm him again. David simply passes it over. He doesn’t respond to it. He simply says, “Here is your spear and your water bottle. Let one of your men come and get it.” Read: “I don’t believe you Saul and even if I believe you mean it now, I don’t trust you to mean it tomorrow. In fact I don’t even trust you to let one of my men come to you under a white flag.” 

Brothers and sisters in the Lord Jesus Christ, we must be willing to forgive as soon as we see the first sign of true repentance. We saw that with the Prodigal Son the other Sunday. As soon as the father sees the boy coming over the hill, he was off down the road to meet him. But he didn’t restore him to a place of trust in the family. Stated repentance and great sorrow over sin doesn’t undo the past. Nor does it in itself create a new character. 

I am always very concerned about the genuineness of a repentance that quickly demands that the person who had to forgive, maybe even some great sin, should take the erstwhile offender back into a position of trust immediately. Alcoholics Anonymous is a bit more realistic – if you’re an alkie, don’t go near the stuff! It takes time to rebuild trust – between all sorts of offended parties, in any kind of relationship you like to imagine, including within the church. True repentance simply says, “Make me as one of your hired servants.” It doesn't try to strike terms. And not immediately to trust a person doesn’t mean the forgiveness is not genuine. We are to be innocent – but also shrewd, wise to the ways of the human heart, wise to the ways of sin, wise to the subtlety of sin. For when the heart has shown that it is perverse by repeated acts of treachery, it takes time to establish new patterns of behaviour, to establish a new character, for the “new man” to gain some ascendancy over the old and therefore to establish trust. 

So David is respectful because Saul is the Lord’s anointed. But he doesn’t respond to Saul’s overtures. In fact he reminds Saul that Saul’s life was safe in his hands this very day. Even when David, by his own actions, takes Saul’s life into his hands (even though he recognized that over it all the Lord had delivered him into his hands), he didn’t return to Saul the compliment. Rather, he said in verse 24, “You were safe in my hands today, O king. As you were safe in my hands, I believe myself safe in God’s hands.” 

Faith is as innocent as a lamb but in the snake-pit of life it will show itself as shrewd as a serpent. As one commentator says, “Just because Saul confesses himself a fool doesn’t mean to say David has to be one.”
 I want to say one other thing. Fourthly, 

4.
FAITH LOVES THE PEOPLE OF GOD 

David was certainly not a modern evangelical Christian – so many of whom have little regard or honour for the church – pretty much use it like a petrol station or a supermarket. You go to get tanked up every now and again; or fill up the pantry. But that’s about the respect they have for it.
This story shows us how innocent David was. But there’s something more important to David than the throne, even the throne in God’s time, and that is the temple and the worship of the Lord. “Saul, do you know just what you’re doing pursuing me like this? You have driven me out from the inheritance of the Lord. You’ve driven me out from the people of the Lord and from the temple of the Lord,” verse nineteen. “You as good as say to me Saul, ‘Go serve other gods.’ Saul, don’t let me die away from the presence of the Lord. Don’t let me die out of fellowship with the church.” 

This is not a great problem with us. Yet a Reformed person said to me one day, “John, I can worship God as well on my patio here looking out on the bush as I can in Church.” A wise old elder in Palmerston North had a good answer to that: “You don’t find Christ in the bush.” And that’s dead right. True, you see the glory of God in the bush, in the creation. But you don’t find Christ, you don’t find the king, you don’t find the Saviour, you don’t hear the gospel in the bush. 

David loved his people. He was a saviour; he was a shepherd. And surely, people of God, if it’s enough for the Lord Jesus Christ to love his people so as to be willing to die for them, how can we treat his people, our fellow-Christians – how can we treat the Lord and his bride in any other manner? Even more, the church is the body of Christ, the temple of the Holy Spirit. True, we, individually, are temples of the living God (1 Corinthians 3:16). But more fully understood, we are, 1 Peter, 2:5, "living stones being built up into a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God."

Could, and did, not David worship God in the bush – or in the desert? Of course he did. Half his Psalms were written there. But listen to him in Ps.42, or 43, or 63, or 84 and any number of others. What is his theme often in those Psalms? The blessedness and joy of being in the temple of the Lord; a longing again to be in the temple. Indeed, in Ps.84, by the device of parallelism that is the major feature of Hebrew poetry, we see that in David's mind there was no difference between longing for the Lord and longing for his temple.  For it was in the temple, and today in the New Testament, in the church gathered for worship, where God specially meets with his people – to hear them by his Spirit and to speak to them through his Word in the power of his Spirit. 

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ, today the Lord reveals to Israel the simple guilelessness, the innocence and the wisdom of their king and that, therefore, he is worthy to rule. This concern for the worship of the Lord is part of his innocence, his humility. Faith is bold, but it is still humble; it is wise to the ways of the world, but not so wise as not to need to fellowship of the Lord of the covenant in called worship. Faith is innocent and in our innocence we commend the Lord Jesus Christ to the world. So do we also by our love of one another and our love, therefore, of the temple and of formal worship. How is it that we can be so cold, so careless? How is it that some of us have no involvement in the life of the church except the Sunday morning Service – and sometimes not that?

Here is David, promised the kingdom, the greatest human exemplar of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Saviour and eternal king of the universe, and what is his deepest concern? The worship of the Lord his God with the people of his God. Fellow believers, how can we be any less? Perhaps you are here this morning and not a confessed believer. David was one of the world's greatest men, the world's bravest men; a man's man if ever there was one. Yet, to worship the God of the universe was his heart's desire; even above the kingdom. What do you live for? What is important for you in life? Are you as great as David? Are you innocent as David? And yet you live for nothing greater than yourself? Surely something is awry there.

Congregation, believer or unbeliever, David is a man of great faith, a faith that is bold, innocent, but wise to the ways of the world; and his greatest love was for the worship of his God. Surely, it ought to be likewise for us, for while we cannot be greater than our master, we are to be like him.

Amen

John Rogers, Reformed Church of the North Shore, 19th June, 2005
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�    Proverbs 4:18


�    Philippians 2:15-16


�    Davis.


�   As I read the chapter again when editing this manuscript I noticed another typological element in the last verse: “So David went on his way, and Saul returned to his place.” Just so, the believer is a stranger and a pilgrim in this world, like Abraham and like his Lord, with no place to return to. He must simply go on his way with “nowhere to lay his head.” But for the unbeliever, this world is his home. 
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